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CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 3942 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILIOEXCVE 

SUBJECT: US NAVAL OFFICER STUDIES AT LATIN AMERICAN WAR COLLEGES 
PERSONAL FOR CNO ADMIRAL ZUMWALT FROM AMBASSADOR MCCLINTOCK 
REF: YOUR TEL 0501 17 Z MAY 73 

1. YOUR REFTEL ADDRESSED TO CHNAVSEC, USMILGP CARACAS, 

CAME IN GOOD SEASON AS I HAD PREVIOUSLY INVITED ADMIRALS 
SEIJAS AND PEREZ LEEFMANS TO HAVE A HIGHBALL AT THE RESIDENCE 
LAST NIGHT TO DISCUSS OTHER MATTERS OF MUTUAL NAVAL INTEREST. 

2. IN THE PRESENCE OF CHNAVSEC, USMILGP, I ORALLY 
CONVEYED YOUR MESSAGE AS I HAD A HUNCH THAT PERHAPS OUR 
TIMING WAS A BIT PREMATURE. THIS HUNCH PROVED 
CORRECT WHEN ADMIRAL PEREZ HEMMED AND HAWED 

AND FINALLY ADMIRAL SEIJAS CAME OUT BLUNTLY TO SAY THAT 
THE ASSIGNEMENT OF ANY FOREIGN OFFICER TO THE VENEZUELAN 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE WOULD NOT BE OPPORTUNE IN THIS 
ELECTION YEAR. ADMIRAL SEIJAS EXPRESSED SATISFACTION 
AT PROSPECT OF ENROLLING A U. S. OFFICER IN THE NAVAL 
WAR COLLEGE AFTER THE NEW GOVERNMENT TAKES OFFICE ON 
MARCH 20, 1974. THIS, HOWEVER, WOULD MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE 
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FOR OUR NAVY TO SELECT AN OFFICER FOR NEXT YEAR' S COURSE 
WHICH BEGINS IN IANUARY. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF RISING TIDE 
OF NATIONALISM AS ELECTION HEAT INCREASES. I THINK IT 
WOULD BE UNWISE TO PRESS FURTHER AT THIS TIME FOR REALIZATION 
FOR WHAT IS IN FACT AN EXCELLENT IDEA. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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